
 IEP Goal Writing Think Sheet 

 1.  What  eligibility  qualifies this 
 student for a learning goal? 

 2.  What  accommodations  are 
 in place  for the student 
 because of that eligibility? 

 List only accommodations pertaining to the goal you are working on 

 3.  According to available data, 
 what  skills/concepts  is the 
 student currently  struggling 
 with  most? 

 List the 2-3 heaviest hitters. 

 4.  Which of the above identified 
 skill deficits will have the 
 greatest impact on this 
 student’s success? 

 Which skill, if gained, will make the greatest impact on the student’s ability to 
 succeed in grade-level content?. 

 5.  How does this skill deficit 
 vertically align with grade 
 level standards? 

 What grade level skill(s) can only be acquired by first learning this skill? 

 6.  How can I structure my goal 
 to bridge this learning gap? 

 ●  Do I need scaffolded objectives? 
 ●  What criteria will I use to measure success? 
 ●  What givens will make this goal possible for the student? 

 Criteria for a SMART IEP goal 
 ●  Timeframe 
 ●  Where/with what supports (givens) 
 ●  Specific skill 
 ●  As measured by (success criteria) 

 ○  Accuracy 
 ○  Description of what success looks 

 like (for behavior goals) 

 Draft goal: 
 By ________, when given __________, (Student) will ______________, in 
 __________( X out of X total trials). 

 7.  Should there be additional or 
 fewer accommodations to 
 support that eligibility and 
 this goal? 

 Are the current accommodations appropriate to support this learning goal? If not, 
 what is needed or no longer needed? 

 8.  Is the student receiving the 
 proper amount of ARDed 
 support to achieve this goal? 

 Is the student appropriately placed and supported to achieve this goal? If not, is the 
 problem the goal or the ARDed support time and location? 
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